Structare 2

A strong esuggestion of the common
pentatonlic scale (second inversion) pre-
vaile in the gsecond five note structure,
with the decorative function being now
served by the leading note ti. The
first three tones of the structure form the
so-me—fa relationship of universal
three note children's chants. This 18
exemplified in the old clapping favourite

A sallor went to eea Eeea sea', which
contains several important motife: a
stepwise lower so—de progression and

the vigorous stating of the minor third:

A sallor went to sea sea sea (1981)
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This tune or wvariations on the same,
was recorded 25 times and sung to & wide
variety of texts. It was well-known, and
mostly sung in tune.
Structure 3
This is common to NUTSErY BONES. It
consiste of the tones do-re-so. The
parody 'Jingle Bells' utilizes this formu-
la. It is characterized by many repeated
notes, some stepwise movement, and the
descending leap of a fifth:
Jingle bells Batman smells {1978)
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Other five-note tenal structures found
in the data are not necessarily suggestive
of common childlike melodies, as they are
exhibit patterns in extremporization, as
i1llustrated in the following meledy, which
is based on a lower ti-fa stepwlse
movement. The opening ascent is followed
by descending sequential counteraction,
resulting in a tightly knit, somewhat
predictable melody. The lower leading note
ti is used as a plvot to rtebalance the
progression &nd provide the necessary
cadence which proves to end on me
rather than the expected do.

My mother told me (1978)

These small melodic strvctures are patt:
of the 'mother tongue', albeit Western
civilization, in an expanding multicultural
climate, If we continue to keep our eyes
and ears open in the playground there is
doubtless much more that our children can
teach us.

Those readers wishing to explore the
topic of childlike melody further may like
to refer to the works of Cullen (1971),
Brunton (1976), Clark {1980), and Cooke
(1980).

Small tonal clusters are common musical
types in children's playlore. It 1s useful
to view them as part of a general continuum
of children's music, ranging from casual

speech to song. Major modes are more
common, and as 1in most children's play
songs, the relationship between text and

meleody is syllabic.

I have not wavered from my opinion of
1981, that where possible adults should
avoid exploiting the privacy of the
children's playworld. Too many texts have
already been brought from the playground to
the classroom. However, there is no reason
why the melodic structures themselves
should not be utilized, and many teachers
seem to be wvery capable of writing simple
but entertaining texts as are the students
themselves.
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A video tape, FOLKLORE: TRADITION
AND RENEWAL, is available at a cost
of $25.00 from the Department of
Production  Services, Kuring-gal
CAE, PO Box 222, Lindfield, NSW
2070, The 25 minute tape in either
VHS or BETA format includes many of
the highlights of the 2nd National
Folklore Conference, including
interviews with Bill Scott, Shirley
Andrews, Graham Seal, Gwenda Davey,
John Marshall and folklore students
from Finley High School. The
programme which is hosted by Fenny
Davies also features music and
dance from the annwal Bush Music
Club Festival.
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AUSTRALIAN CHILDBREN'S FOLKLORE PUBLICATIONS
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AUSTRALIAN CHILDREN'S FOLKLORE NEWSLETTER
eds June Factor and Gwenda Davey

Published twice a year. Australia's only regular publication devoted
te children's games, rhymes, and other traditions.

In Australia: $5.00 p.a. (incl. postage)

Overseas: 56.00 p.a. (airmail)

PLAY AND FRIENDSHIPS IN A MULTICULTURAL PLAYGROUND
by Heather Russell

A study of the friendships and play patterns of children in an inner-
city schocl in the 1980s,

In Victoria: $6.95 (incl. postage)
Other States: $7.05 (incl. postage)
Overseas: $10.00 (airmail)

CHILDREN'S FOLKLORE IN AUSTRALIA: AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY
by June Factor

The first comprehensive survey of published and unpublished writing on

children's folklore in Australia., Includes a section on Aboriginal
material.

In Victoria: $4.95 (incl. postage)
Other States: 55.05 (incl., postage)
Overseas: 3SB.00 (airmail)
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AUSTRALIAN CHILDREN'S FOLKLORE COLLECTION

Australia's largest children's folklore archive, hcused at the
Institute of Zarly Childhood Development in Melbourne. Contains
children's rhymes, chants, riddles, jokes, etc. (over 10,000 entries),
photographs, audio and video rscordings, play memcrabilia, and
extensive library holdings.

Director: June Factor

Address: IECD

Madden Grove, Kew, Victoria, 3101.
Fhone : {03) B&D 3362
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