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BOOK LAUNCHING by Norma Ford, Commissioner,

1a

Human Rights Commission,
Thursday, l13th March 1986

A tangible result of research into
children's folklore at the IECD is the
recently published report of an ethnograph-
ic playground study of an inner-suburban
Melbourne school: Play and Friendship in a

Multi-Cultural Playground. We print below
the speech made at the launching party.

It was with a great deal of pleasure
that I accepted the invitation te launch
the latest publication from the Institute
of Early Childhood Development: "Play and

Friendship in a Multi-Cultural Playground”
by Heather Russell, assisted
Davey and June Factor.

by Gwenda
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It is always a pleasure to visit this
Institute, as its reputation, and that of
its staff members, became well known to me
during my terms on VPSEC and the TEC
Advanced Education Counecil and I refer
particularly to the unique expertise built
up by the Institute in the area of the
folk=lore of Australian echildren. The
Australian community can be proud of the
knowledge acquired through this interest in
the life of children when they are not
supervised and directed by adults,

The Human Rights Commission was there-
fore pleased to be able to select, from the

numerous expressions of interest it
received Ffor its project, "The School
System and Students from Non—-English

Speaking Backgrounds”, the application for



assistance towards research proposed by the
Institute into children's play in the
multi=cultural playground.

Until this research was undertaken hy
Heather Russell and her two assistants, we
knew wvery little in Australia about how
primary school children were responding to
playground life which was mlti-cultural
and multi-lingual and where the family
language of the majority of childrem was
not English. In the case of the primary
school studied by the authors, 82% of the
children came from non-English speaking
backgrounds.

The researchers wished to look at what
children actually did in the school play-
ground. They locked at aggression, at
confiicts which might arise from inter-
ethnic prejudices and tensions, the play
traditions of the children from different
ethnic backgrounds, and finally when the
researcher now known as the “"games lady”
had won the children's confidence, she
interviewed many of these children to
discover their views.

' it raises many matters on
which hard thinking must be
done...’

Research is one of the several fune-
tions of the Human Rights Commission, which
was established in 1981 to protect and
promote the observance of human rights
throughout Australia within the limits of
Commonwealth power. The Commission has the
responsibility for the administration of
three pieces of Commonwealth legislation -
the Human Rights Commission Act 1981, the
Racial Discrimination Act 1973 and the Sex
Discrimination Act 1984, These three Acts
specifically empowered the Commission to
undertake research that would contribute to
the promotion of understanding and accep-
tance of human rights.
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The Commission is therefore proud to be
assocliated with this piloneering research
into play and friendships in the mulci-
cultural playground. It provides the
Commission with wital information in our
"ethnic prejudice in schools” series and
raises many matters on which hard thinking
must be done, and specifically indicates
where further research should be under-
taken.

The book will add to the Commission's,
and therefore the community's information
on a number of points crucial to the study
of ethnic prejudice, especially although
not only among second generation people on
such toples as the age at which prejudice
emerges, the role of the home wversus that
of the wider social network in the develop-
ment of prejudice, and the correlation
between sex differences and the growth and
display of prejudice. The book demon—
strates the importance of games, especially
folk-loric games, as an acceptable express-—
ion of cultural diversity and a common
resource for children from different ethnic
backgrounds.

The authors make many important find-
ings and I would like to refer to one or
two of these. There was a significant
difference between boys and girls concern-—
ing the children they would include in game
playing - two thirds of girls played in
mono—cultural groups, whereas two thirds of
boys played {in multi-cultural groups.
Although children's best friends were
always the same sex as themselves, girls'
best friends generally came from their own
ethnic groups whereas boys were more flex-
ible. Do these preferences, I wonder,
reflect home or playground influences?
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Some extremely wvaluable information was
obtained from interviews with the children.
Because in the classroom children chose to
sit with friends from their own ethnic

teachers did net that
might be antagonism between the

ETOUPS . And whereas from obser-
vation alone, it could be concluded that
there was 1lirtle prejudice in the play-
ground, Iinterviews with the children them=-
selves revealed a degree of inter-ethnic
tension unrecognised by the school. This I
believe is one of the major stremgrhs of
this study. Many children held antagonis-

groups,
there
various

perceive

tic wviews teowards children from other
cultures. Although a widely held view
suggests that 1t 1is the most recent

arrivals in our namely the
Vietnamese, against whom most prejudice is

community,

series. Three of these studies consider
institutional and direct discrimination
against students from non-English speaking
backgrounds and its effect on the students
such as anti-Asian racism in schools in the
Wollongong area, and whether some schools
reduce students' legitimate employment
aspirations on grounds of ethnic background
and/or gender. A further three studies are
being prepared by students and teachers
examining their own institutions and
practices and the effects they have, such
as the students, staff and Council of the
¥ipirinya School formed by Aboriginal
parents in Alice Springs, the special
curriculum and adaptations at the Marian
College in Sunshine, and research by high
school students in the Geelong area.

"...prejudice was a source of humiliation and shame for some

shown, this did not appear to be the case
in this playground. Vietnamese children
had play skills which were much in demand
in the playground. However prejudice was a
source of humiliation and shame for some
children who were excluded from some play

activities because of their ethnic back-
ground.
The research raises interesting

questions of what level, and what kind of
interference, are appropriate in children's
play life. What steps should the community
take regarding overt and covert racism in
children's play life? Among several useful
recommendations, the author suggests that
further work needs to be done to broaden
our understanding of prejudice and raecial
tension in the school community. The Human
Rights Commission has done some hard think-
ing on this subject and has developed a kit
for schools entitled “Teaching  Human
Rights” which looks at problems of racism,
sexism, and other areas of infringement of
human rights. The Commission is currently
supporting six other research projects in
its “ethnic prejudice in the schools”
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children...’

The Commission feels itself fortunate
that it has this unique work, "Play and
Friendships in a Multi-Cultural Play-
ground”, which complements the other six
pleces of research work, hecause it looks
at a most important factor in children's
school 1life - playground 1life - where
friendships are made, leaders created and
much of the child's physical, social, and
educational development take place.

This 1is a waluable, substantial,
eminently readable piece of scholarly work
— one with which the Commission is proud te
be associated. Complete within itself, 1t
also suggests many further Jumping off
points for research. The photographs are a
delight and the appendices a mine of
information on games, rhymes, jokes, and
riddles used by children. I hope that you
will all obtain your own copies of this
unique, pioneering work and read it for
yourselves, In officially launching this
book this evening, may I offer my warmest
congratulations and that of the Human
Rights Commission, to the author Heather
Russell, together with Gwenda Davey and
June Factor who so ably assisted her.
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PLAY AND FRIENDSHIPS IN A MULTIL-
CULTURAL PLAYGROUND

STRING GAMES
16 NEW WAYS TO HAVE FUN WITH STRING

by Heather Russell, assisted by
Gwenda Davey and June Factor,

by Mike & Michelle Jackson and Kel
Watkins

Australian Children's Folklore
Publications, Melbourne, 1986,

Hod{a Educational Resocurces
Cooperative,

135 Church Street,

Available from the IECD, RICHMOND 3121

Madden Grove, Kew, Vic, 3101,

$7.20 (including postage)
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This 1ssue of the ACFN was typed by
SHARON CHARLTON and designed and {llus-
trated by DON OLIVER.

AUSTRALIAN CHILDREN'S FOLKLORE NEWSLETTER
2 issues per year

SUBSCRIPTION

NAME: :vaivicianaiins SRR SRS e
ADDRESS: --------- A EEEE A EEEEEE R e W B E R EEEE T T TR EEEEEEEEED
OCCUPATION/POSITION: ...... R A SR e
SUBSCRIPTION ENCLOSED: ........ e, et neeaneaeennns

Australian subscribers $5.00 p.a, including postage
Overseas subscribers $6.00 p.a. including postage.

SEND TO: The Editors,
Australian Children's Folklore Newsletter,
Cr-LE.C.D.,
4 Madden Grove,
KEW, 3101, VICTORIA.

Comments, suggestions for subsequent issues, etc.
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