who will be interviewea. and about what?

doth adults and children may be usea as
informants for this project. Adults inter-
viewed could be parents or grandparents, or
any adult regularly involved with children
sucn as teachers or child-care workers.
Adults would be asked about the folklorie
material which they wuse with their own
children or the children they are concerned
with; children would be asked about
material which adults use with cthem. In
every case, the key informaction sought
involves the nature of the material, the
persons using it and the persons to whom it
i5 addressed, and the context or situation
in which it is used. In other words; what,
who, where, when and why!

Age of the "children”™ in this project

For the purposes of this project,
“children" range from birth to and includ-
ing adolescence. Clearly some categories
of folklore as listed above will apply more
to one age-group than another. Thus
lullabies will concern mainly infants,
whereas tales or ‘“modern legends” will
probably  concern older children and
adolescents.

If children are interviewed about folk-
lore which adults use with them, they must
be interviewed about adult folklore used
now, not, for example, what adolescents
remember from their childhood. For the
purposes of this project, recollection is
ouT!

What aspects of folklore for children can
any one collector obtain?

The collector may choose to interview
informants about as many types of folklore
as possible, or may wish to select one Lype
only, such as lullabies, legends or games =
depending on the collector's or super-
visors's interests. You may also wish to
collect folklore of many types about one
topic, such as sex-roles or obedience, or
collect all types of folklore for children
in one language only.

Some adults may use very little folk-
lore to children, and others may use a
great deal. Almost everyone uses some, and
most people can be prompted with examples
to realise that they use far more than they
may think at first. Both well-educared and
illiterate adults may be excellent inform-
ants.
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Languages to be collected

The Australian Folklore for Children
Project aims to collect folklore currencly
used by adults with children in English and
other Australian community languages. A
“community language” is defined here as any
language in regular uwse wichin the
Australian community, and in present-day
Australian society this involves almost
every major world language and a number of
dialects. All are of great interest to
this project.

A brief reference list

Bettelheim, Bruno. The Uses of Enchant-
ment: The Meaning and Importance of

Fairytales, 1976 London: Thames &
Hudson.

Brunvand, J.d. Folklore: A Study and
Research Guide, 1976 MHew York: St
Martin's Press.

* Davey, Gwenda. 'The Functions of Follk-
lore', 1983. Extracts from M.Ed.
thesis, Folklore and the enculturation
of young immigrant children _in
Helbourne.

Goldstein, Kennecth, 5. A Guide for Field
Workers in Folklore, 1974 Decroit: Gale
Research Co. (for American Folklore
Society).

* Goldstein, Kenneth, S. 'The telling of
non-traditional tales to children: an
ethnographic report from a northwest
Philadelphia neighbourhood', 1975,
Keystone Folklore, Vol.20, Ne.3.

Keesing, Nancy. Lily on the Dustbin: Slang
of Australian Women and Families, 1982
Ringwood, Vic.: Penguin (Australia),

Opie, Iona & Peter. The Oxford HNursery
Rhyme Book, 1975 London: 0.U.PF.

* Reprints can be obtained from Gwenda
Davey. '



Elastics at
Melbourne (see ACFN No.Zl).
“"The Age” 24-3-B4.
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Gwenda Davev's M.Ed. thesis Folklore
and the enculturation of young

immigrant children in Melbourne

Monash 1983) is held in the main and
Education Faculty libraries at onash

and in the library at Melbourne

C.A.E., Inscitute of Early Childhood

Development.
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Collingwood Educatien Centre,

Photo Len Lamb
Used with permission.
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Have you any home-made playthings?

The Australian Children's Folklore
Collection at I,E.C.D. will be holding
an exhibition shorrly of home-made
playthings by and for children: paper
dolls, apple dolls, sock and newspaper
footballs, shanghis, etc.

If you can contribute to this
exhibition, please send items to the
edictors of the A.C.F.H - or, if the
material is too awkward or delicate to
post, let us know where we can pick it

up.
A catalogue of the exhibition will be

made available to all A,C.F.N.
subscribers.
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WEATHER DITES T # Readers of ACFN may be interested in

i# rthe 7th Annual Storyrelling Weekend 3
# conducted by the Victorian branch of &
# the Storytelling Guild of Australia. 2

Uo anv reacers of che A.C.T.N. know "
of Austraiian '"weather dites' -

=

¥ tracitional sayings about the weather,# # The main speaker for the weekend will #
¢  often used by adults to gxpiain ¥ # be Patricia Scott who will be focusing ¥
i wearner cnanges etc to children? T # on Aboriginal myths and legends and +
# ’ ¢ the use of puppets in storytelling. i#
i Imeritus Professor Herbert Halpert i i it
¥ (from Memorial University, ¥ # Place & Date: Erskine House - Lorne ¢
# Newfoundland, Canada), who is one of # g o hine TEE = 2nd, 1984 i
¥  pur subscribers, has established an i@ 7 p
# archive of 'dites' at his university, ¥ i Fee: all inclusive §575. #
#  ana seeks aAustralian examples. The ¥ A Students/pensioners 568. #
# following Canadian weather dites are ¥ it Family. 2 adults, l child under #

taken from his book, A& Folklore i P 12 $l150. ]
¥ Sample from the Maritimes (Memorial ¢ # i
i University of Newfoundland Folklore i # Please make cheques payable to: it
¥ and Language Publications, 1982): ! # STORYTELLING GUILD OF AUSTRALIA - i
¥ ¥ # Vietorian Branch. #
& M: God is angrye. # # and post to: TREASURER i
i God rolling potatoces i i STORYTELLING WEEKEND it
i downstairs. ¢ i BOX 10, P.O. #
it Devil beating his wife. ¢ 4 BALWYN 3103 #
# i i i
ﬁ Snow: God's dandruff. i g d o e et sreredeedd

i .

i Heaoers who know of any weather dites #
it used in Australia can send them to if
i the editors of A.C.F.N. who will #
it forward them to Professor Halpert. tdva s st s
# If we receive a large response, we

# may also begin a 'weather dites'
#
i)
i
i

#
i
i STOF PREGSS
section of the Australian Children's #
&
#
it

The Minister for Home Affairs and
Environment. the Homn. Barry Cohen M.P.

#

i

it

#

Folklore Collection at L.E.C.D. ?
#

has agreed to open the First National #
i

#

it

i

f#

i

T A
Folklore Conference to be held at the
Abborsford Campus in Melbourne on the
weekend of 24th and 25th November
1985,

Expressions of interest, enquiries and
offers of accommodation or of other
contributions can be addressed to:

i
#
#
Secretariac, #
First National Folklore Conference, #
P.0. Box 182, it
BRUNSWICK EAST 3057 i

#

#
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Data sneet

folklore for children: sinzle item

Informant (mother, Zather, child, ocher)

BEEEL A S S RS A e e R R e R

Language spoken to child

l'I'll--|Ilt-tq--|-|-|-l-l-lll-l't-|-‘.---ltttt---ol....----..-.

Age of child (years, months or weeks as appropriate)

sex af Child 'I'lI'T"II'I‘I‘!I'I'I‘!"I‘-III!!-"-'I'I'Ili'!'lill‘.‘llll".lll.l‘i“

Location (suburb or town and State)

T T

Date of interview

lllil-‘!llllliil!l’liit‘IIII-lllIl.tll-lllIt‘lll'..ll--llll“i-!lll

Title of item (if any)

l‘"'i'ii"'llI’I‘-‘II“ll‘tll’ll‘.-'lli.“.'..l'lt.'l

UL R I I )

Type of item (e.g. song, gane, rhyze, story, saying ete,)

Who would normally play or tell this icem?

FEEEE S SRS RE R R R

When and where and how often would item normally be used?

LR N N NN ]

|---tl-lt----lllll'vulllllv--lllltt---l-lI-ttt--lll|nt|----li.ti--iitti..--.'---.

From whom did informant learn item?

T T .

Why does informant think he or she uses item?

LR R R N P R E]

I'I-'I"Ill-IIIIII!‘III'I-'I-I"l-l‘I‘-'I-'I"I'il‘IlIII.‘.-I-I‘l-l-".Illl“-.'l-‘j..'.l--i.'.ii

Words of item (Ask informant to write out in full or dictate to you.

Continue on back of sheet as necessary. If item is not in English, add
translation).



